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in this research is precisely to investigate the changing meaning of such classifications, 

by looking at the changing structure of the corresponding electorates. 

To ensure that this classification is accurate we also asked a set of economists and 

political scientists working on Indian politics as well as some senior journalists in 

prominent newspapers and some active politicians to classify eighteen major Indian 

political parties based on a left-center-left-center-center-right-right scale. The results are 

in appendix A. As is evident there is an impressive amount of concordance both between 

the experts and between their views and our classification. Our main results do not 

change if we slightly alter the classification (in particular if we look separately at Congress 

and BJP votes, or if we exclude the CPI and the CPM from the centre-left and left 

coalition). 

 

3. Where do different parties get their votes? 

The data we use in this section combines surveys and official election results. Data on 

both state and Lok Sabha election results since 1947 are available at the constituency 

level from reports made public by the Election Commission of India.3 They were recently 

digitized and harmonized by Francesca R. Jensenius (2016). We exploit her database to 

compute the share of total votes accruing to our four party groups of interest. We complete 

these series with a hand-coded database of Lok Sabha and state election winners 

covering the 1962-2014 period.  

In order to study the individual-level determinants of electoral behaviors, we rely on 

surveys conducted jointly by the Lokniti Institute and by the Centre for the Study of 

Developing Societies (CSDS). These include National Election Studies (NES), available 

from 1996 to 2014, as well as a number of other surveys conducted for specific state 

elections. In order to go back in time, we complete our database with three surveys 

                                            

3 See https://eci.gov.in/statistical-report/statistical-reports/. 

https://eci.gov.in/statistical-report/statistical-reports/
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in appendix C.7 Our main conclusions are robust to considering these different party 

groupings and to restricting the sample to Hindus alone. The right has always been biased 

towards Brahmins and other upper castes, while the Congress and other centrist and left 

parties have always enjoyed greater support among Muslims, SCs and STs. Interestingly, 

we find the voting bass of centrist and left parties to be very similar to that of the Congress 

alone, and the voting bases of right-wing parties to be similar to that of the BJP. This 

supports our categorizations and suggests that the multiplication of small parties in India 

has not altered the main caste cleavages that were already visible in the 1960s and 

persisted until the 2014 Lok Sabha election. Neither have these changes coincided with 

new economic divides. Caste, and increasingly religion, are the two most important 

determinants of Indian political behaviors. 

Figure 3.5 describes the evolution of support for right-wing parties among upper castes 

before and after controls. As the dark line shows, without any controls the trend is 

                                            

7 Due to the specificity of the 1977 election (the Janata Party being a coalition of left-wing and right-wing 
parties), we exclude this election from the analysis of support for right-wing parties. 
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were more likely to do so by 30 percentage points. This extreme and rising religious 

polarization is due to Muslims being the only social group who has not become more 

supportive of the BJP. While a rising share of upper castes, OBCs, and more recently 

SCs and STs have been attracted towards the right, a stable 85% to 90% of Muslims 

have continued to vote for centrist, left-wing or other parties. 

We do the same exercise for education, with a focus on university graduates. The dark, 

orange and green lines in figure 3.8 correspond to the same colors than in the previous 

figure. Strikingly, while it is always true that the graduates are biased in favor of right-wing 

parties, the bias appears to go down over time. Once we control for state effects and 

respondent fixed effects, the bias is significantly reduced, boiling down to zero in recent 

years. This suggests that education has become less and less important to understand 

political cleavages in India: state specificities and caste affiliation, which are strongly 

correlated to education, have remained much more fundamental. 

The same conclusion holds for income (figure 3.9) and social class (figure 3.10), which 

are both generally strongly correlated to caste affiliation. While belonging to top 10% 
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earners seemed to have an effect on vote choice in 1971, it has come close to zero in 

recent elections. Similarly, upper classes are generally more supportive of right-wing 

parties, but the effect is purely driven by the fact that they are more likely to belong to 

upper castes. Once one controls for available sociodemographic characteristics, upper 

classes are about as likely to support right-wing parties as middle or lower classes. 

Table 3.1 reports regression results on the main determinants of support for the BJP or 

other right-wing parties between 1962 and 2014.8 In line with what previous figures 

suggested, caste identity appears to be the strongest factor for understanding electoral 

behaviors in Indian national elections. In 2014, Muslims were less likely than OBCs to 

support the right by more than 30 percentage points, while Brahmins were more likely to 

do so by more than 10 percentage points. Education was not significantly associated with 

                                            

8 Income is excluded from this analysis since it was unfortunately not available in the 1996, 1998 and 1999 

surveys. Social class is also excluded since occupation categories could not be harmonized before 1996. 
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vote choice before 1996; by then, university graduates were more likely to vote for the 

BJP or other right-wing parties than illiterates by about 10 percentage points, but this 

effect decreased again until 2014. Age and gender do not appear to play any significant 

role. The last column shows the difference between the 2014 and the 1962 estimated 

coefficients. Except for the Muslim bias against right-wing parties, which has dramatically 

increased over time, the caste gradient does not seem to have changed significantly 

during the past decades. Our results therefore suggest that caste-based cleavages have 

remained broadly stable. 

The same exercise can be done for the centrist parties and left-wing parties (see 

appendix). Upper castes are less likely to vote for these parties than the rest of the 

population, and once we control for state and respondent characteristics, there is no 

stable long-run trend. Support for the center among SC/STs has been going down 

relatively to other caste groups, even though it remains slightly higher than that in the 

entire population. Among all groups of parties, Muslim support is increasingly biased 

towards centrist parties and in particular the Congress: in 2014, they were more likely to 
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Table 3.1 - Determinants of vote for right-wing parties in Indian national elections, 1962-2014 
 

  1962 1967 1971 1996 1998 1999 2004 2009 2014 2014-1962 

Caste group: Muslim -0.054 -0.081*** -0.168*** -0.192*** -0.274*** -0.229*** -0.208*** -0.154*** -0.314*** -0.26*** 

  (0.048) (0.020) (0.020) (0.013) (0.017) (0.013) (0.009) (0.008) (0.010)   

Caste group: SC/ST -0.078** -0.070*** -0.128*** -0.091*** -0.132*** -0.108*** -0.114*** -0.100*** -0.101*** -0.02 

  (0.033) (0.018) (0.021) (0.012) (0.013) (0.012) (0.008) (0.006) (0.009)   

Caste group: Other FC 0.083 0.062*** -0.024 0.043*** 0.044*** 0.122*** 0.058*** 0.042*** 0.056*** -0.03 

  (0.055) (0.020) (0.033) (0.014) (0.015) (0.015) (0.009) (0.008) (0.012)   

Caste group: Brahmin 0.067 0.090*** 0.070* 0.011 0.144*** 0.164*** 0.166*** 0.144*** 0.133*** 0.07 

  (0.061) (0.031) (0.039) (0.025) (0.031) (0.024) (0.015) (0.014) (0.018)   

Education: Primary -0.023 -0.014 -0.038* 0.037*** 0.046*** 0.054*** 0.001 0.012* 0.023** 0.05 

  (0.033) (0.016) (0.022) (0.011) (0.012) (0.012) (0.007) (0.006) (0.009)   

Education: Secondary -0.042 -0.045 -0.032 0.098*** 0.031** 0.062*** 0.049*** 0.020*** 0.040*** 0.08 

  (0.052) (0.029) (0.039) (0.014) (0.015) (0.015) (0.008) (0.007) (0.010)   

Education: Tertiary 0.041 0.026 0.072 0.097*** 0.090*** 0.085*** 0.051*** 0.038*** 0.007 -0.03 

  (0.074) (0.034) (0.045) (0.025) (0.024) (0.022) (0.011) (0.009) (0.013)   

Age: 25-34 0.018 -0.054** 0.004 -0.005 0.019 0.007 0.000 0.005 0.001 -0.02 

  (0.162) (0.023) (0.032) (0.013) (0.015) (0.016) (0.008) (0.008) (0.012)   

Age: 35-49 0.072 -0.035 0.010 -0.012 0.009 -0.019 0.013 0.010 -0.021* -0.09 

  (0.163) (0.024) (0.031) (0.013) (0.014) (0.016) (0.008) (0.008) (0.012)   

Age: 50-64 0.102 -0.061** 0.010 -0.003 0.014 0.002 -0.012 -0.003 -0.020 -0.12 

  (0.163) (0.025) (0.034) (0.015) (0.016) (0.018) (0.010) (0.009) (0.013)   

Age: 65+ 0.081 -0.005 -0.008 -0.016 -0.020 0.011 0.008 -0.012 -0.031* -0.11 

  (0.165) (0.037) (0.040) (0.019) (0.021) (0.021) (0.012) (0.010) (0.016)   

Gender: Male 0.012 0.021 0.023 -0.004 0.018* 0.003 0.009 0.004 0.010 -0.00 

  (0.031) (0.016) (0.017) (0.009) (0.010) (0.010) (0.006) (0.005) (0.007)   

Location: Rural area -0.047 0.015 -0.114*** -0.012 -0.029** -0.034*** -0.002 0.010* -0.034***   

  (0.040) (0.018) (0.028) (0.013) (0.013) (0.012) (0.007) (0.006) (0.009)   

R-squared 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.17 0.21 0.20 0.19 0.20 0.19   

Observations 1329 4007 3560 8283 7354 8352 21966 28085 19343   

Note: all models include state fixed effects. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 
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Figure 3.15 plots the difference in vote shares for right-wing parties between the upper 

class and the middle/lower classes, after controls. While there is evidence that the right 

tends to be slightly biased towards the upper class, the relationship is much weaker: in 

most elections, the gap does not exceed five percentage points. 

In states where Congress is still a key competitor, the caste basis of centrist parties is 

less clear-cut and depends upon the nature of the state party system (figure 3.16). 

Centrist parties tend to receive stronger support among upper castes when they face a 

strong left-wing competitor (Bihar and West Bengal). When they face the BJP, on the 

 

Note: figures show the difference between the share of upper class voters and the share of 
other voters supporting right-wing parties, after controlling for caste, age, gender, and locality 
size (rural/urban). Interpretation: all things being equal, the upper class was more likely to 
support right-wing parties than other groups by 5 percentage points in the 2014 Maharashtra 
election. 
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greater support in cities, while independents and other small parties are more common in 

rural areas. 

 

Table 3.2 - Determinants of electoral behaviors in state elections, 1996-2016 

  (1) (2) (3) (4) 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre Centre-left / Left parties Other parties 

Caste: Muslims -0.056*** 0.075*** 0.002 -0.021 

  (0.005) (0.009) (0.008) (0.014) 

Caste: OBC 0.066*** -0.018*** -0.011** -0.037*** 

  (0.005) (0.006) (0.005) (0.010) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.153*** 0.000 -0.079*** -0.075*** 

  (0.006) (0.007) (0.005) (0.012) 

Middle class 0.010** 0.011** -0.017*** -0.005 

  (0.004) (0.005) (0.004) (0.009) 

Upper class 0.028*** -0.009 -0.020*** 0.001 

  (0.006) (0.006) (0.005) (0.011) 

Age: 25-34 -0.001 0.005 -0.006 0.001 

  (0.006) (0.007) (0.006) (0.013) 

Age: 35-49 0.005 0.013* -0.003 -0.015 

  (0.006) (0.007) (0.006) (0.012) 

Age: 50-64 -0.002 0.005 0.006 -0.009 

  (0.007) (0.008) (0.007) (0.014) 

Age: 65+ -0.003 0.018* 0.004 -0.019 

  (0.009) (0.010) (0.008) (0.017) 

Gender: Male 0.002 -0.004 0.001 0.001 

  (0.004) (0.005) (0.004) (0.008) 

Location: Rural area -0.028*** -0.044*** -0.008** 0.081*** 

  (0.005) (0.006) (0.004) (0.010) 

Constant 0.205*** 0.289*** 0.300*** 0.207*** 

  (0.012) (0.013) (0.012) (0.025) 

R-squared 0.14 0.18 0.19 0.05 

Observations 84817 84817 84817 84817 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01       

 

Appendix D provides detailed regression results on the determinants of electoral 

behaviors in all states, focusing on key parties and coalitions. In line with our results in 

national elections, caste and religion appear in most cases to be strongly significant. 

Social class does seem to play a role in some elections, but voting differences, if anything, 



30 
 

seem to have decreased over time. Tamil Nadu is perhaps an exception: belonging to 

middle or upper classes was strongly associated with larger support for the AIADMK in 

recent years, while Muslims and lower castes are only moderately more likely to support 

the DMK or Congress. Rural areas tend to be significantly more supportive of centrist and 

left parties, even if there are variations across space and time and no clear trend is visible. 

Our analysis of voting patterns in Indian states therefore suggest that caste has continued 

to structure local politics since the end of the 1990s, as in the case of national elections. 

The rise of the BJP and regional parties has contributed to reallocate voters: upper castes 

have been more likely to vote for the former while lower castes have drifted towards the 

latter. Yet, changing party labels have not undermined the caste and religious cleavages 

which already existed, and in most states, changes in the party system have not been 

associated with new stable class-based cleavages either. 

4. Does social spending go down when there is a shift 

to the right? 

The results suggest that the main dividing factor between the political parties is social 

rather than economic, except perhaps in their views of affirmative action quotas, which 

are both social and economic. A plausible implication of this is that the shift in which party 

governs a state should not affect its economic decisions. In this section, we investigate 

this by asking whether social spending goes up when there is a shift in political power 

away from the right, which is what one would find in the West.  

Our data on social spending comes from the Reserve Bank of India, which has released 

a set of documents providing detailed information on the allocation of state budgets in 

recent years9. We digitize these reports to obtain a measure of total social spending 

covering the 2003-2017 period. The reports distinguish between revenue and capital 

expenditures and provide detailed information on the allocation of these expenditures to 

                                            

9 See: 

https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/AnnualPublications.aspx?head=State+Finances+%3a+A+Study+of+Budgets 

https://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/AnnualPublications.aspx?head=State+Finances+%3a+A+Study+of+Budgets
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social expenditures tend to be lower when the state government was led by a right-wing 

party the preceding year. 

We start with the cross-sectional evidence. Figure 4.1 reveals a strong negative 

correlation between the average vote share received by right-wing parties in state 

elections and the average share of developmental expenditures dedicated to the social 

sector during the 2003-2017 period. In Gujarat, where the BJP has won every election 

since 1995 with large popular support, state budgets allocated less than 40% of 

developmental expenditures to the social sector on average. In Kerala and West Bengal, 

both states with strong left-wing parties and no significant right-wing contestant, the 

corresponding figure was higher than 55%. Figure 4.2 shows a similar negative link 

between social spending and the caste basis of the party in power. In Gujarat or Madhya 

Pradesh, where governments were strongly supported by upper castes over the 2003-

2017 period, social expenditures were significantly lower than in states like Uttar Pradesh 

or Maharashtra, whose ruling parties enjoyed greater popularity among SCs and STs. 
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Table 4.1 - Social expenditures and vote shares for party groups 

  (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

Vote share: BJP / Right -0.224***   -0.214***    

  (0.044)   (0.049)    

Vote share: Congress / Centre  0.033*   0.017   

   (0.018)   (0.018)   

Vote share: Centre-left / Left parties   0.169***   0.241*** 

    (0.047)   (0.045) 

Government bias towards upper castes    0.932 2.287 0.960 

     (2.373) (2.651) (2.386) 

Government bias towards upper classes    -5.684 -14.397*** -0.653 

     (3.977) (4.413) (4.887) 

Turnout    0.145* 0.256** 0.189** 

     (0.076) (0.098) (0.075) 

Log - GSDP per capita    1.884 -0.497 4.010** 

     (1.610) (1.855) (1.813) 

Constant 52.937*** 46.518*** 44.009*** 36.634*** 44.577*** 6.392 

  (1.695) (1.719) (1.746) (7.000) (7.875) (10.658) 

State fixed effects No No No No No No 

R-squared 0.363 0.068 0.280 0.450 0.233 0.469 

Obs 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table 4.1 (continued) - Social expenditures and vote shares for party groups (continued) 

  (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

Vote share: BJP / Right -0.070   -0.063    

  (0.080)   (0.080)    

Vote share: Congress / Centre  -0.007   0.019   

   (0.030)   (0.039)   

Vote share: Centre-left / Left parties   0.131   0.114 

    (0.108)   (0.115) 

Government bias towards upper castes    4.952** 5.201** 4.759** 

     (2.171) (2.247) (2.311) 

Government bias towards upper classes    -5.243 -6.140* -5.431 

     (3.583) (3.632) (3.729) 

Turnout    0.172 0.178 0.188 

     (0.143) (0.144) (0.145) 

Log - GSDP per capita    3.044 2.415 2.282 

     (3.772) (3.792) (3.651) 

Constant 42.428*** 39.901*** 39.416*** 13.553 14.977 14.372 

  (3.651) (2.131) (2.114) (22.814) (23.301) (22.759) 

State fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

R-squared 0.721 0.720 0.723 0.741 0.740 0.742 

Obs 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table A1b - Full classification of Indian political parties 

Group Name Abbreviation 

Centre All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam ADMK 

Centre All India Indira Congress (Tiwari) AIIC(T) 

Centre All India N.R. Congress AINRC 

Centre All India Trinamool Congress AITC 

Centre Biju Janata Dal BJD 

Centre Democratic Indira Congress DIC 

Centre Democratic Revolutionary Peoples Party DRPP 

Centre Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam DMK 

Centre Goa Rajiv Congress Party GRCP 

Centre Goa Vikas Party GVP 

Centre Haryana Janhit Congress (BL) HJCBL 

Centre Haryana Vikas Party HVP 

Centre Himachal Vikas Congress HVC 

Centre Hindustani Awam Morcha HAM 

Centre INC(I) INC(I) 

Centre INC(U) INC(U) 

Centre Indian National Congress INC 

Centre Indian National Congress (Socialist) ICS 

Centre Jammu and Kashmir Peoples Democratic Party PDP 

Centre Janata Dal JD(U) 

Centre Karnataka Congress KCP 

Centre Kerala Congress KEC 

Centre Lok Tantik Congress LTC 

Centre Manipur Peoples Party MPP 

Centre Manipur State Congress Party MSCP 

Centre National Congress Party NCP 
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Centre Orissa Jana Congress JAC 

Centre People's Party of Punjab PPOP 

Centre Peoples Democratic Movement PDM 

Centre Pondicherry Makkal Congress PMC 

Centre Praja Rajyam Party PRAP 

Centre Sikkim Congress (Revolutionary) SCR 

Centre Sikkim Janata Parishad SJP 

Centre Sikkim Prajatantra Congress SPC 

Centre Telangana Rashtra Samithi TRS 

Centre Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti TJS 

Centre Vishal Haryana Party VHP 

Centre YSR Congress Party YSRCP 

Right Akali Dal master tara singh group ADM 

Right Akhil Bharatiya Ram Rajya Parishad RRP 

Right All India Ganatantra Parishad GP 

Right All India Rashtriya Janata Party AIRJP 

Right All India United Democratic Front AIUDF 

Right Arunachal Congress AC 

Right Asom Gana Parishad AGP 

Right Bharatiya Jana Sangh JS 

Right Bharatiya Janata Party BJP 

Right Bharatiya Janshakti Party BJSH 

Right Gujarat Parivartan Party GPP 

Right INC (organisation) NCO 

Right Indian National Lok Dal INLD 

Right Jammu Praja Parishad PP 

Right Jan Kranti Party JKP 

Right Jharkhand Vikas Morcha (Prajatantrik) JVM 

Right Karnataka Janata Paksha KJP 

Right Krishikar Lok Party KLP 

Right Maharashtra Navnirman Sena MNS 
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Left Republican Party of India REP 

Left Revolutionary Socialist Party (India) RSP 

Left Samajwadi Party SP 

Left Samta Party SAP 

Left Samyukta Socialist Party SOP 

Left Sikkim Democratic Front SDF 

Left Sikkim Krantikari Morcha SKM 

Left Socialist Unity Centre of India SUCI 

Left Tamil Maanila Congress TMC 

Left Tamil Maanila Congress (Moopanar) TMC(M) 

Left Uttarakhand Kranti Dal UKD 

Left Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi VCK 

Left West Bengal Socialist Party WBSP 

Left Zoram Nationalist Party ZNP 

Other AJSU Party AJSUP 

Other Akali Das Sant Fateh Singh Group ADS 

Other All Party Hill Leaders Conference AHL(A) 

Other All-India Muslim League IML 

Other Bharatiya Kranti Dal BKD 

Other Bharatiya Lok Dal BLD 

Other Congress for Democracy TCD 

Other Desiya Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam DMDK 

Other Federal Party of Manipur FPM 

Other Gomantak Lok Pox GLP 

Other Gondwana Ganatantra Party GGP 

Other Gorkha Janmukti Morcha GJM 

Other Hill State People's Democratic Party HPSD 

Other Hindu Mahasabha HMS 

Other Independents IND 

Other Indigenous Nationalist Party of Twipra INPT 

Other Indigenous People's Front of Tripura IPFT 
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Other Jamaat-e-Islami JMI 

Other Jammu & Kashmir National Conference JKN 

Other Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party JKNPP 

Other Jan Kranti Dal JKD 

Other Janata Party JNP 

Other Jharkhand Mukti Morcha JMM 

Other Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha KRS 

Other Khun Hynniewtrep National Awakening Movement KHNAM 

Other Lok Rajya Party Himachal Pradesh LRP 

Other Manipur Hills Union MHU 

Other Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam MDMK 

Other Meghalaya Democratic Party MDP 

Other Mizoram People's Conference PC 

Other Muslim League MLO 

Other Naga National Democratic Party NND 

Other Nagaland Nationalist Organisation NNO 

Other Nagaland Peoples Conference NPC 

Other Nagaland Peoples Front NPF 

Other National Convention of Nagaland NCN 

Other National Democratic Progressive Party NDPP 

Other Pattali Makkal Katchi PMK 

Other People's Democratic Front PDF 

Other People's Party of Arunachal PPA 

Other Plain Tribals Council of Assam PTC 

Other Public Demands Implementation Convention PDC 

Other Puthiya Tamilagam PT 

Other Rising Sun Party RIS 

Other Shoshit Dal SHD 

Other United Democratic Front UDF 

Other United Democratic Party (Meghalaya) UDP 

Other United Front of Nagaland UFN 
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Other United Goan Superia Group UGS 

Other United Goans Democratic Party SGF 

Other United Goans Party NMG 

Other Utkal Congress UTC 
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B. Survey data sources 

Table A2 - List of surveys 

State Year Sample size 

National Election Studies 

All India 1967 2287 

All India 1971 4922 

All India 1979 3790 

All India 1996 9614 

All India 1998 8133 

All India 1999 9418 

All India 2004 27189 

All India 2009 36629 

All India 2014 22295 

State election studies 

Bihar 2000 2225 

Bihar 2005 7695 

Bihar 2010 4959 

Bihar 2015 3946 

Gujarat 2002 1405 

Gujarat 2007 3096 

Gujarat 2012 3748 

Jharkhand 2005 816 

Jharkhand 2014 1678 

Maharashtra 2004 1448 

Maharashtra 2009 1972 

Maharashtra 2014 1542 

Rajasthan 2003 3102 
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Rajasthan 2008 1573 

Rajasthan 2013 2986 

Tamil Nadu 2001 1581 

Tamil Nadu 2006 4681 

Tamil Nadu 2011 5499 

Tamil Nadu 2016 3252 

Uttar Pradesh 1996 6019 

Uttar Pradesh 2002 2318 

Uttar Pradesh 2007 11331 

Uttar Pradesh 2012 7291 

Uttarakhand 2002 733 

West Bengal 2001 1793 

West Bengal 2006 3377 

West Bengal 2011 5166 

West Bengal 2016 3471 
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Table C1 - Determinants of vote for BJP in Indian national elections, 1962-2014 

  1996 1998 1999 2004 2009 2014 

Caste group: Muslim -0.171*** -0.246*** -0.166*** -0.181*** -0.168*** -0.296*** 

  (0.010) (0.015) (0.011) (0.008) (0.006) (0.009) 

Caste group: SC/ST -0.068*** -0.104*** -0.058*** -0.076*** -0.072*** -0.076*** 

  (0.011) (0.012) (0.011) (0.007) (0.006) (0.008) 

Caste group: Other FC 0.037*** 0.035*** 0.116*** 0.047*** 0.025*** 0.048*** 

  (0.012) (0.014) (0.013) (0.008) (0.007) (0.011) 

Caste group: Brahmin 0.009 0.191*** 0.183*** 0.171*** 0.133*** 0.141*** 

  (0.024) (0.030) (0.024) (0.014) (0.013) (0.017) 

Education: Primary 0.034*** 0.039*** 0.052*** 0.010 0.015*** 0.028*** 

  (0.010) (0.011) (0.011) (0.006) (0.005) (0.008) 

Education: Secondary 0.095*** 0.052*** 0.069*** 0.043*** 0.024*** 0.060*** 

  (0.012) (0.014) (0.014) (0.008) (0.006) (0.009) 

Education: Tertiary 0.124*** 0.102*** 0.100*** 0.055*** 0.050*** 0.035*** 

  (0.023) (0.023) (0.021) (0.011) (0.008) (0.012) 

Age: 25-34 -0.012 0.018 0.020 -0.002 0.000 0.004 

  (0.012) (0.014) (0.015) (0.008) (0.007) (0.011) 

Age: 35-49 -0.015 0.011 -0.011 0.010 0.002 -0.011 

  (0.012) (0.013) (0.014) (0.008) (0.007) (0.011) 

Age: 50-64 -0.006 0.022 0.014 -0.010 -0.006 -0.007 

  (0.014) (0.015) (0.016) (0.009) (0.008) (0.012) 

Age: 65+ -0.019 -0.005 0.028 0.009 -0.007 -0.029** 

  (0.017) (0.020) (0.019) (0.011) (0.009) (0.015) 

Gender: Male -0.006 0.018* 0.003 0.006 0.003 0.009 

  (0.008) (0.009) (0.009) (0.005) (0.004) (0.007) 

Location: Rural area -0.005 -0.031** -0.060*** -0.027*** 0.005 -0.044*** 

  (0.011) (0.012) (0.011) (0.007) (0.005) (0.008) 

Constant 0.039** 0.161*** 0.071*** 0.102*** 0.018** 0.052*** 

  (0.017) (0.022) (0.019) (0.013) (0.009) (0.015) 

R-squared 0.18 0.22 0.20 0.19 0.23 0.21 

Observations 8283 7354 8352 21966 28085 19343 

Note: all models include state fixed effects. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 
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Table C2 - Determinants of vote for centrist parties in Indian national elections, 1962-2014 

  1962 1967 1971 1977 1996 1998 1999 2004 2009 2014 

Caste group: Muslim 0.043 0.027 0.156*** 0.204*** 0.168*** 0.175*** 0.162*** 0.168*** 0.141*** 0.183*** 

  (0.076) (0.030) (0.031) (0.029) (0.020) (0.020) (0.018) (0.011) (0.010) (0.013) 

Caste group: SC/ST 0.083 0.040* 0.080*** 0.127*** 0.015 0.067*** 0.051*** 0.039*** 0.029*** 0.051*** 

  (0.052) (0.022) (0.022) (0.025) (0.015) (0.014) (0.013) (0.008) (0.008) (0.009) 

Caste group: Other FC -0.057 -0.059*** 0.023 0.021 -0.025* 0.053*** -0.022 0.002 0.001 -0.041*** 

  (0.065) (0.023) (0.032) (0.027) (0.015) (0.014) (0.015) (0.009) (0.009) (0.010) 

Caste group: Brahmin 0.039 -0.026 -0.020 0.034 -0.043* -0.009 -0.036 -0.012 -0.008 -0.046*** 

  (0.081) (0.032) (0.038) (0.037) (0.025) (0.028) (0.024) (0.015) (0.014) (0.013) 

Education: Primary 0.109** 0.038* 0.047** 0.030 0.016 -0.024* -0.048*** 0.004 -0.008 -0.006 

  (0.051) (0.020) (0.023) (0.021) (0.014) (0.013) (0.013) (0.008) (0.008) (0.010) 

Education: Secondary 0.112 0.028 0.031 -0.062 -0.001 -0.019 -0.042*** -0.016* -0.007 -0.027*** 

  (0.090) (0.037) (0.040) (0.040) (0.016) (0.016) (0.016) (0.009) (0.008) (0.010) 

Education: Tertiary -0.084 -0.012 0.037 -0.143*** -0.055** -0.059** -0.058** -0.027** -0.031*** -0.066*** 

  (0.094) (0.037) (0.043) (0.055) (0.027) (0.024) (0.023) (0.012) (0.011) (0.013) 

Age: 25-34 0.123 0.047* 0.024 0.058 0.004 0.004 -0.022 0.007 0.014 -0.006 

  (0.143) (0.027) (0.032) (0.047) (0.016) (0.016) (0.018) (0.009) (0.010) (0.012) 

Age: 35-49 0.139 0.111*** 0.018 0.059 0.027* 0.003 -0.012 -0.007 0.016* 0.012 

  (0.138) (0.028) (0.031) (0.047) (0.016) (0.016) (0.017) (0.009) (0.009) (0.012) 

Age: 50-64 0.139 0.138*** 0.027 0.080 0.023 -0.005 0.009 0.009 0.035*** 0.036*** 

  (0.141) (0.030) (0.035) (0.049) (0.018) (0.017) (0.020) (0.011) (0.011) (0.013) 

Age: 65+ 0.185 0.132*** 0.022 0.114** 0.091*** 0.037 -0.003 0.003 0.054*** 0.021 

  (0.149) (0.047) (0.042) (0.058) (0.025) (0.023) (0.024) (0.013) (0.013) (0.016) 

Gender: Male 0.001 -0.059*** -0.013 -0.031 0.000 -0.012 -0.023** -0.008 -0.007 -0.013* 

  (0.042) (0.022) (0.018) (0.019) (0.012) (0.011) (0.011) (0.006) (0.006) (0.007) 

Location: Rural area 0.043 0.089*** 0.204*** -0.026 -0.043*** -0.024* -0.040*** -0.015* -0.020*** 0.030*** 

  (0.060) (0.022) (0.028) (0.023) (0.015) (0.014) (0.014) (0.008) (0.007) (0.009) 

R-squared 0.14 0.17 0.24 0.23 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.15 0.12 0.18 

Observations 1329 4007 3560 2901 8283 7354 8352 21966 28085 19343 

Note: all models include state fixed effects. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 
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Table C3 - Determinants of vote for Congress in Indian national elections, 1962-2014 

  1962 1967 1971 1977 1996 1998 1999 2004 2009 2014 

Caste group: Muslim 0.056 0.038 0.172*** 0.187*** 0.103*** 0.137*** 0.203*** 0.170*** 0.169*** 0.190*** 

  (0.074) (0.030) (0.029) (0.029) (0.019) (0.018) (0.017) (0.011) (0.010) (0.012) 

Caste group: SC/ST 0.097* 0.048** 0.082*** 0.110*** 0.051*** 0.101*** 0.089*** 0.044*** 0.054*** 0.047*** 

  (0.050) (0.022) (0.022) (0.025) (0.014) (0.013) (0.012) (0.008) (0.007) (0.007) 

Caste group: Other FC -0.051 -0.055** 0.028 0.014 -0.002 0.054*** -0.054*** -0.010 0.007 -0.035*** 

  (0.064) (0.023) (0.032) (0.027) (0.014) (0.013) (0.013) (0.009) (0.008) (0.008) 

Caste group: Brahmin 0.054 -0.023 -0.004 0.045 -0.016 0.000 -0.069*** -0.023* 0.001 -0.036*** 

  (0.081) (0.032) (0.038) (0.038) (0.023) (0.026) (0.021) (0.014) (0.013) (0.011) 

Education: Primary 0.098** 0.038* 0.052** 0.037* 0.013 -0.019 -0.025** -0.004 -0.009 0.002 

  (0.049) (0.020) (0.022) (0.021) (0.013) (0.012) (0.012) (0.008) (0.007) (0.008) 

Education: Secondary 0.101 0.027 0.029 -0.056 -0.010 -0.032** -0.011 -0.034*** -0.014* -0.007 

  (0.089) (0.036) (0.039) (0.041) (0.015) (0.014) (0.014) (0.008) (0.008) (0.008) 

Education: Tertiary -0.086 -0.017 0.056 -0.127** -0.040* -0.060*** -0.012 -0.034*** -0.027*** -0.008 

  (0.094) (0.037) (0.043) (0.053) (0.024) (0.021) (0.020) (0.011) (0.010) (0.010) 

Age: 25-34 0.114 0.045* 0.018 0.058 -0.009 0.006 -0.024 0.003 0.019** 0.015 

  (0.146) (0.027) (0.031) (0.046) (0.014) (0.014) (0.016) (0.009) (0.009) (0.009) 

Age: 35-49 0.136 0.107*** 0.020 0.067 0.012 -0.003 -0.009 -0.011 0.020** 0.016* 

  (0.142) (0.027) (0.031) (0.046) (0.014) (0.014) (0.016) (0.009) (0.009) (0.010) 

Age: 50-64 0.145 0.139*** 0.034 0.077 0.010 -0.002 0.021 0.003 0.040*** 0.041*** 

  (0.145) (0.030) (0.034) (0.048) (0.017) (0.015) (0.018) (0.010) (0.010) (0.011) 

Age: 65+ 0.184 0.130*** 0.024 0.129** 0.048** 0.032 -0.001 0.001 0.061*** 0.024* 

  (0.153) (0.047) (0.042) (0.055) (0.022) (0.021) (0.021) (0.013) (0.012) (0.013) 

Gender: Male -0.003 -0.066*** -0.021 -0.030 -0.005 -0.011 -0.028*** -0.008 -0.001 -0.007 

  (0.041) (0.022) (0.017) (0.019) (0.010) (0.010) (0.010) (0.006) (0.005) (0.006) 

Location: Rural area 0.056 0.100*** 0.220*** -0.032 -0.009 -0.003 -0.008 -0.033*** -0.003 0.028*** 

  (0.059) (0.022) (0.027) (0.023) (0.014) (0.012) (0.013) (0.008) (0.006) (0.007) 

R-squared 0.13 0.17 0.26 0.19 0.11 0.12 0.14 0.13 0.10 0.11 

Observations 1329 4007 3560 2901 8283 7354 8352 21966 28085 19343 

Note: all models include state fixed effects. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 
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Table C4 - Determinants of vote for left parties in Indian national elections, 1962-2014 

  1962 1967 1971 1977 1996 1998 1999 2004 2009 2014 

Caste group: Muslim -0.018 0.013 0.055* -0.005 -0.003 0.058*** 0.034** 0.006 -0.039*** 0.052*** 

  (0.083) (0.030) (0.028) (0.022) (0.017) (0.019) (0.015) (0.009) (0.008) (0.009) 

Caste group: SC/ST -0.056 0.030 0.036* 0.034** 0.042*** 0.026** 0.069*** 0.047*** 0.055*** 0.046*** 

  (0.051) (0.022) (0.020) (0.016) (0.011) (0.012) (0.011) (0.006) (0.005) (0.006) 

Caste group: Other FC -0.008 -0.020 0.033 0.019 0.000 -0.088*** -0.095*** -0.053*** -0.035*** -0.040*** 

  (0.071) (0.022) (0.023) (0.020) (0.012) (0.012) (0.010) (0.006) (0.006) (0.007) 

Caste group: Brahmin -0.132* -0.056* -0.023 0.034 0.047** -0.139*** -0.092*** -0.120*** -0.105*** -0.091*** 

  (0.078) (0.030) (0.024) (0.029) (0.020) (0.020) (0.018) (0.010) (0.009) (0.011) 

Education: Primary -0.078 0.002 -0.036* -0.004 -0.041*** -0.009 -0.016 -0.006 -0.008 -0.023*** 

  (0.052) (0.021) (0.020) (0.016) (0.011) (0.011) (0.010) (0.006) (0.005) (0.006) 

Education: Secondary -0.060 -0.005 0.001 -0.032 -0.062*** -0.006 -0.025* -0.028*** -0.015*** -0.017** 

  (0.093) (0.041) (0.034) (0.027) (0.012) (0.013) (0.013) (0.007) (0.005) (0.007) 

Education: Tertiary 0.224** 0.023 -0.071** -0.108*** -0.058*** -0.025 -0.047*** -0.022** -0.017** -0.018** 

  (0.110) (0.038) (0.029) (0.025) (0.018) (0.019) (0.017) (0.009) (0.007) (0.009) 

Age: 25-34 -0.122 0.020 -0.003 0.009 -0.017 -0.006 0.010 0.008 -0.009 0.000 

  (0.175) (0.032) (0.026) (0.025) (0.012) (0.013) (0.013) (0.007) (0.006) (0.008) 

Age: 35-49 -0.174 -0.030 0.004 0.009 -0.035*** 0.004 0.013 0.005 -0.011* 0.000 

  (0.170) (0.032) (0.026) (0.025) (0.013) (0.013) (0.013) (0.007) (0.006) (0.008) 

Age: 50-64 -0.153 -0.041 0.006 0.015 -0.019 0.013 -0.017 0.007 -0.013* -0.007 

  (0.175) (0.033) (0.029) (0.028) (0.015) (0.015) (0.014) (0.008) (0.007) (0.009) 

Age: 65+ -0.264 -0.101*** -0.018 0.014 -0.070*** 0.025 -0.009 -0.005 -0.020** 0.000 

  (0.181) (0.039) (0.037) (0.038) (0.018) (0.019) (0.018) (0.010) (0.009) (0.011) 

Gender: Male -0.012 -0.003 -0.001 0.023* 0.011 -0.002 0.021*** -0.007 0.004 0.001 

  (0.042) (0.018) (0.014) (0.012) (0.009) (0.009) (0.008) (0.005) (0.004) (0.005) 

Location: Rural area 0.161*** -0.018 -0.018 -0.010 0.056*** 0.027** 0.064*** -0.005 -0.010** -0.009 

  (0.060) (0.024) (0.021) (0.015) (0.011) (0.011) (0.010) (0.006) (0.004) (0.006) 

R-squared 0.28 0.23 0.22 0.37 0.23 0.28 0.25 0.44 0.42 0.26 

Observations 1329 4007 3560 2901 8283 7354 8352 21966 28085 19343 

Note: all models include state fixed effects. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01 
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D. State elections results 

Table D1 - Determinants of electoral behavior in Bihar 

  BJP / Right JD(U) / INC / Centre RJD / Left 

  2000 2005 2010 2015 2000 2005 2010 2015 2000 2005 2010 2015 

Caste: Muslims -0.096*** -0.031*** -0.068*** -0.267*** -0.013 0.103*** 0.037 0.224*** 0.259*** 0.002 -0.011 0.010 

  (0.016) (0.006) (0.013) (0.023) (0.028) (0.018) (0.033) (0.036) (0.050) (0.034) (0.031) (0.028) 

Caste: OBC 0.006 0.036*** 0.009 -0.099*** -0.026 0.108*** -0.031 0.038* 0.225*** -0.149*** -0.047* 0.072*** 

  (0.016) (0.007) (0.013) (0.023) (0.020) (0.014) (0.025) (0.023) (0.032) (0.027) (0.024) (0.025) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.120*** 0.095*** 0.052** 0.259*** 0.087*** 0.177*** -0.001 -0.026 0.025 -0.370*** -0.199*** -0.048* 

  (0.026) (0.011) (0.020) (0.034) (0.032) (0.019) (0.035) (0.028) (0.036) (0.027) (0.025) (0.027) 

Middle class -0.039*** 0.014** 0.021* 0.035** 0.067*** 0.007 0.067*** -0.031 -0.086*** -0.031* 0.009 -0.012 

  (0.014) (0.006) (0.012) (0.017) (0.018) (0.013) (0.022) (0.021) (0.030) (0.018) (0.018) (0.021) 

Upper class 0.008 0.006 0.032* 0.038* 0.067* -0.009 0.050 -0.014 -0.035 -0.064*** -0.018 -0.019 

  (0.031) (0.011) (0.019) (0.020) (0.039) (0.020) (0.032) (0.029) (0.055) (0.024) (0.023) (0.026) 

Age: 25-34 0.019 -0.011 0.016 0.027 0.031 -0.006 -0.037 0.022 -0.033 -0.057** -0.030 0.047 

  (0.018) (0.010) (0.018) (0.024) (0.024) (0.020) (0.034) (0.031) (0.045) (0.025) (0.027) (0.030) 

Age: 35-49 0.035* -0.000 0.045** 0.055** 0.050** -0.009 0.016 0.019 -0.066 -0.028 0.031 0.021 

  (0.019) (0.010) (0.018) (0.024) (0.025) (0.020) (0.035) (0.032) (0.044) (0.025) (0.028) (0.029) 

Age: 50-64 0.048** -0.002 0.040** 0.011 0.035 -0.048** 0.031 0.011 -0.078 -0.024 0.000 0.065* 

  (0.023) (0.012) (0.020) (0.027) (0.027) (0.021) (0.039) (0.034) (0.049) (0.027) (0.030) (0.034) 

Age: 65+ 0.032 -0.004 0.027 0.023 0.039 -0.019 0.017 0.085** -0.025 -0.034 -0.013 0.039 

  (0.029) (0.014) (0.025) (0.038) (0.039) (0.027) (0.049) (0.043) (0.065) (0.035) (0.039) (0.040) 

Gender: Male -0.002 -0.005 -0.011 0.011 -0.029 -0.004 -0.000 -0.010 0.006 -0.004 -0.000 0.028 

  (0.014) (0.006) (0.010) (0.014) (0.018) (0.012) (0.019) (0.019) (0.028) (0.016) (0.017) (0.017) 

Location: Rural area -0.140*** -0.025** -0.081*** -0.243*** 0.073*** 0.076*** -0.007 -0.004 0.062 0.185*** 0.020 0.088*** 

  (0.036) (0.012) (0.022) (0.025) (0.028) (0.018) (0.030) (0.026) (0.047) (0.017) (0.025) (0.022) 

Constant 0.240*** 0.072*** 0.158*** 0.457*** 0.026 0.067** 0.271*** 0.209*** 0.280*** 0.428*** 0.268*** 0.113*** 

  (0.039) (0.015) (0.028) (0.040) (0.037) (0.026) (0.048) (0.044) (0.064) (0.035) (0.040) (0.041) 

R-squared 0.05 0.03 0.02 0.19 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.04 0.06 0.12 0.03 0.02 

Observations 1809 6492 4509 3759 1809 6492 4509 3759 1809 6492 4509 3759 
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Table D2 - Determinants of electoral behavior in Gujarat 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre 

  2007 2012 2007 2012 

Caste: Muslims -0.115** -0.020 0.187** 0.188*** 

  (0.048) (0.038) (0.078) (0.069) 

Caste: OBC 0.146*** 0.222*** 0.011 -0.086*** 

  (0.040) (0.028) (0.041) (0.031) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.218*** 0.327*** -0.080* -0.135*** 

  (0.048) (0.035) (0.041) (0.031) 

Middle class -0.057 0.037 -0.060* -0.031 

  (0.038) (0.031) (0.036) (0.031) 

Upper class -0.014 -0.013 -0.065 -0.155*** 

  (0.051) (0.037) (0.043) (0.032) 

Age: 25-34 -0.039 -0.072 -0.058 0.075 

  (0.052) (0.056) (0.047) (0.048) 

Age: 35-49 -0.080 -0.093* -0.074 0.000 

  (0.052) (0.054) (0.046) (0.049) 

Age: 50-64 -0.051 -0.121** -0.038 -0.014 

  (0.064) (0.057) (0.052) (0.051) 

Age: 65+ -0.132* -0.099 -0.136** 0.028 

  (0.077) (0.070) (0.066) (0.057) 

Gender: Male -0.024 0.039 -0.035 0.026 

  (0.035) (0.027) (0.031) (0.022) 

Location: Rural area -0.075 0.098*** 0.069** 0.076*** 

  (0.046) (0.028) (0.033) (0.024) 

Constant 0.399*** 0.195*** 0.367*** 0.323*** 

  (0.073) (0.061) (0.061) (0.061) 

R-squared 0.06 0.08 0.04 0.08 

Observations 2366 3481 2366 3481 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01     
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Table D3 - Determinants of electoral behavior in Jharkhand 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre Left parties 

  2005 2014 2005 2014 2005 2014 

Caste: Muslims -0.103*** -0.150*** 0.184*** 0.197*** 0.260*** 0.090*** 

  (0.037) (0.036) (0.056) (0.043) (0.059) (0.034) 

Caste: OBC 0.010 0.149*** 0.108*** -0.017 0.189*** 0.050*** 

  (0.033) (0.029) (0.035) (0.016) (0.035) (0.015) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.304*** 0.181*** 0.091** -0.020 -0.003 0.047** 

  (0.053) (0.039) (0.045) (0.022) (0.031) (0.020) 

Middle class 0.036 0.036 0.028 0.027 0.051* 0.005 

  (0.031) (0.028) (0.033) (0.018) (0.031) (0.015) 

Upper class 0.055 0.019 -0.024 0.007 0.032 0.020 

  (0.046) (0.033) (0.041) (0.020) (0.036) (0.019) 

Age: 25-34 -0.010 -0.090** -0.049 0.013 0.058* -0.003 

  (0.045) (0.040) (0.044) (0.022) (0.034) (0.022) 

Age: 35-49 0.003 -0.086** -0.036 0.026 0.083** -0.004 

  (0.048) (0.041) (0.047) (0.023) (0.037) (0.023) 

Age: 50-64 0.019 -0.101** -0.076 0.021 0.106** 0.038 

  (0.053) (0.046) (0.049) (0.027) (0.046) (0.028) 

Age: 65+ -0.008 -0.141** -0.061 0.032 0.027 -0.030 

  (0.072) (0.061) (0.073) (0.039) (0.063) (0.029) 

Gender: Male -0.019 0.016 0.047 0.003 0.003 0.003 

  (0.029) (0.024) (0.028) (0.015) (0.026) (0.013) 

Location: Rural area -0.032 -0.057* -0.088* -0.106*** 0.036 0.053*** 

  (0.048) (0.032) (0.052) (0.022) (0.044) (0.015) 

Constant 0.177*** 0.404*** 0.205*** 0.150*** -0.044 -0.018 

  (0.068) (0.054) (0.068) (0.034) (0.058) (0.029) 

R-squared 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.09 0.02 

Observations 663 1554 663 1554 663 1554 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01       
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Table D4 - Determinants of electoral behavior in Maharashtra 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre 

  2004 2009 2014 2004 2009 2014 

Caste: Muslims -0.131*** -0.053 0.029 0.092 0.234*** 0.471*** 

  (0.033) (0.038) (0.074) (0.080) (0.065) (0.069) 

Caste: OBC 0.218*** 0.204*** 0.191*** -0.143*** -0.021 0.047 

  (0.034) (0.030) (0.056) (0.043) (0.035) (0.044) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.138*** 0.071** 0.201*** -0.080* -0.080** 0.023 

  (0.029) (0.029) (0.058) (0.044) (0.035) (0.043) 

Middle class -0.027 -0.061** 0.103* -0.051 0.004 0.029 

  (0.029) (0.027) (0.053) (0.038) (0.030) (0.042) 

Upper class -0.034 -0.021 0.164** -0.064 -0.005 -0.052 

  (0.035) (0.035) (0.067) (0.047) (0.039) (0.045) 

Age: 25-34 0.034 0.031 -0.100 0.061 0.027 -0.062 

  (0.041) (0.047) (0.073) (0.052) (0.054) (0.060) 

Age: 35-49 0.002 0.065 0.087 0.092* 0.043 -0.006 

  (0.038) (0.046) (0.078) (0.052) (0.052) (0.063) 

Age: 50-64 0.030 -0.004 0.058 0.044 0.024 -0.086 

  (0.041) (0.047) (0.086) (0.060) (0.055) (0.067) 

Age: 65+ 0.024 -0.017 0.053 0.070 0.001 0.011 

  (0.051) (0.050) (0.096) (0.060) (0.058) (0.077) 

Gender: Male 0.029 0.041* 0.054 -0.088*** 0.003 0.058* 

  (0.025) (0.021) (0.046) (0.033) (0.026) (0.033) 

Location: Rural area -0.150*** -0.096*** 0.031 -0.079** -0.113*** 0.042 

  (0.030) (0.025) (0.050) (0.037) (0.030) (0.036) 

Constant 0.217*** 0.200*** 0.119 0.481*** 0.400*** 0.189** 

  (0.050) (0.052) (0.097) (0.065) (0.062) (0.076) 

R-squared 0.07 0.06 0.08 0.05 0.05 0.07 

Observations 1281 1607 1140 1281 1607 1140 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01       
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Table D5 - Determinants of electoral behavior in Rajasthan 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre 

  2003 2008 2013 2003 2008 2013 

Caste: Muslims -0.113*** -0.157*** -0.214*** 0.345*** 0.452*** 0.276*** 

  (0.026) (0.036) (0.036) (0.047) (0.068) (0.078) 

Caste: OBC 0.099*** 0.078*** -0.016 -0.055*** -0.099*** -0.211*** 

  (0.020) (0.025) (0.031) (0.021) (0.032) (0.028) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.244*** 0.215*** 0.113** -0.096*** -0.088** -0.235*** 

  (0.029) (0.040) (0.044) (0.024) (0.039) (0.032) 

Middle class -0.016 0.013 0.085*** -0.056*** -0.073** -0.024 

  (0.020) (0.026) (0.032) (0.020) (0.030) (0.024) 

Upper class 0.050 0.049 0.020 -0.047 -0.051 -0.039 

  (0.031) (0.039) (0.038) (0.029) (0.041) (0.028) 

Age: 25-34 -0.009 0.015 0.032 -0.012 -0.018 0.014 

  (0.031) (0.041) (0.050) (0.029) (0.046) (0.038) 

Age: 35-49 -0.007 0.001 -0.010 -0.005 0.028 0.035 

  (0.030) (0.039) (0.048) (0.028) (0.045) (0.039) 

Age: 50-64 -0.025 0.017 -0.013 0.004 -0.050 -0.015 

  (0.032) (0.042) (0.051) (0.031) (0.048) (0.040) 

Age: 65+ 0.031 -0.066 -0.031 -0.005 -0.013 0.070 

  (0.045) (0.047) (0.057) (0.039) (0.057) (0.045) 

Gender: Male -0.041** 0.018 -0.059** 0.014 -0.014 -0.052** 

  (0.019) (0.024) (0.028) (0.019) (0.027) (0.021) 

Location: Rural area -0.077*** -0.221*** 0.058 -0.081*** -0.015 -0.048 

  (0.026) (0.045) (0.038) (0.027) (0.040) (0.029) 

Constant 0.312*** 0.355*** 0.319*** 0.406*** 0.399*** 0.478*** 

  (0.040) (0.060) (0.063) (0.040) (0.066) (0.051) 

R-squared 0.06 0.07 0.03 0.06 0.08 0.10 

Observations 2944 1488 2734 2944 1488 2734 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table D6 - Determinants of electoral behavior in Tamil Nadu 

  AIADMK Congress / DMK 

  2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016 

Caste: Muslims 0.009 -0.103*** -0.097*** -0.059 0.069 0.182*** 0.113*** 0.191*** 

  (0.051) (0.036) (0.033) (0.067) (0.060) (0.043) (0.040) (0.070) 

Caste: OBC 0.065** 0.016 0.006 -0.018 -0.128*** 0.032* -0.080*** -0.014 

  (0.029) (0.018) (0.015) (0.024) (0.031) (0.017) (0.016) (0.024) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.048 0.035 -0.018 0.082** -0.015 0.023 -0.166*** -0.076** 

  (0.038) (0.028) (0.031) (0.032) (0.044) (0.027) (0.030) (0.031) 

Middle class 0.052* -0.049*** -0.078*** -0.008 0.026 0.031* 0.022 0.033 

  (0.028) (0.018) (0.016) (0.028) (0.030) (0.017) (0.016) (0.026) 

Upper class -0.009 -0.068*** -0.032* -0.160*** 0.068 0.028 -0.016 0.049* 

  (0.038) (0.023) (0.018) (0.029) (0.042) (0.022) (0.018) (0.028) 

Age: 25-34 -0.024 0.040 0.007 -0.056* 0.029 0.036 0.037 0.046 

  (0.040) (0.026) (0.025) (0.032) (0.044) (0.027) (0.025) (0.032) 

Age: 35-49 0.011 0.102*** 0.021 -0.087*** 0.028 0.030 0.050** 0.077*** 

  (0.040) (0.026) (0.024) (0.030) (0.045) (0.026) (0.024) (0.029) 

Age: 50-64 -0.019 0.079*** -0.006 -0.048 0.051 0.044 0.047* 0.077** 

  (0.045) (0.029) (0.026) (0.035) (0.050) (0.029) (0.026) (0.034) 

Age: 65+ -0.008 0.101*** 0.037 -0.073* -0.085 0.107*** 0.089*** -0.009 

  (0.055) (0.037) (0.034) (0.040) (0.058) (0.037) (0.034) (0.039) 

Gender: Male -0.030 -0.071*** -0.000 -0.075*** 0.031 0.050*** -0.003 0.055*** 

  (0.025) (0.016) (0.013) (0.021) (0.027) (0.015) (0.014) (0.020) 

Location: Rural area 0.005 -0.058*** 0.025* -0.006 0.028 -0.032* -0.077*** 0.071*** 

  (0.031) (0.018) (0.014) (0.024) (0.032) (0.017) (0.015) (0.022) 

Constant 0.276*** 0.417*** 0.342*** 0.596*** 0.374*** 0.257*** 0.441*** 0.213*** 

  (0.051) (0.033) (0.029) (0.043) (0.057) (0.032) (0.030) (0.040) 

R-squared 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.01 0.02 0.02 

Observations 1444 4010 4941 2400 1444 4010 4941 2400 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01                 
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Table D7 - Determinants of electoral behaviour in Uttar Pradesh 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre Left parties 

  1996 2002 2007 2012 1996 2002 2007 2012 1996 2002 2007 2012 

Caste: Muslims -0.074*** -0.076*** -0.055*** -0.027*** 0.052*** 0.036* 0.072*** 0.024 -0.055** -0.010 -0.123*** -0.208*** 

  (0.009) (0.018) (0.006) (0.010) (0.017) (0.019) (0.009) (0.015) (0.026) (0.042) (0.023) (0.031) 

Caste: OBC 0.195*** 0.130*** 0.069*** 0.057*** -0.050*** -0.005 0.023*** -0.034*** -0.287*** -0.183*** -0.253*** -0.201*** 

  (0.013) (0.021) (0.007) (0.010) (0.013) (0.013) (0.006) (0.011) (0.021) (0.033) (0.018) (0.026) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.483*** 0.380*** 0.317*** 0.192*** -0.094*** 0.046** 0.076*** 0.046*** -0.515*** -0.444*** -0.419*** -0.336*** 

  (0.018) (0.032) (0.013) (0.014) (0.013) (0.020) (0.008) (0.014) (0.020) (0.035) (0.018) (0.025) 

Middle class 0.031** 0.025 -0.000 0.001 0.009 0.028** 0.026*** 0.054*** -0.046** -0.007 0.014 -0.046** 

  (0.015) (0.019) (0.008) (0.010) (0.012) (0.012) (0.006) (0.011) (0.019) (0.027) (0.016) (0.022) 

Upper class 0.072*** 0.030 0.029** 0.040*** 0.007 0.026 0.019** 0.046*** -0.064*** -0.040 -0.026 -0.013 

  (0.018) (0.032) (0.011) (0.014) (0.013) (0.021) (0.008) (0.013) (0.020) (0.038) (0.019) (0.025) 

Age: 25-34 0.010 0.013 0.010 0.049*** 0.025* 0.011 0.001 -0.023 -0.036* -0.104** -0.021 0.094*** 

  (0.018) (0.031) (0.012) (0.015) (0.013) (0.018) (0.009) (0.014) (0.019) (0.046) (0.021) (0.028) 

Age: 35-49 -0.020 0.020 0.011 0.015 0.009 0.034* -0.003 -0.016 -0.049*** -0.114** -0.020 0.077*** 

  (0.018) (0.031) (0.012) (0.013) (0.012) (0.019) (0.009) (0.014) (0.019) (0.045) (0.021) (0.027) 

Age: 50-64 -0.017 0.041 0.012 0.046*** -0.011 0.029 -0.001 -0.003 -0.029 -0.094** -0.012 0.134*** 

  (0.021) (0.034) (0.013) (0.016) (0.014) (0.021) (0.010) (0.017) (0.023) (0.048) (0.024) (0.032) 

Age: 65+ -0.016 0.089** 0.013 0.068*** -0.013 0.057* 0.026* -0.012 -0.089*** -0.073 -0.067** 0.136*** 

  (0.027) (0.044) (0.016) (0.020) (0.019) (0.031) (0.013) (0.019) (0.032) (0.060) (0.031) (0.041) 

Gender: Male -0.030** 0.014 0.004 0.017* 0.020** 0.012 0.000 -0.004 -0.008 -0.015 -0.010 -0.004 

  (0.014) (0.018) (0.007) (0.009) (0.010) (0.011) (0.006) (0.009) (0.015) (0.024) (0.014) (0.019) 

Location: Rural area -0.053*** -0.066*** -0.028** -0.050*** 0.025** -0.115*** -0.049*** -0.055*** -0.050*** 0.033 0.163*** -0.004 

  (0.017) (0.025) (0.011) (0.012) (0.012) (0.021) (0.010) (0.014) (0.017) (0.029) (0.020) (0.022) 

Constant 0.124*** 0.117*** 0.078*** 0.064*** 0.120*** 0.113*** 0.067*** 0.168*** 0.768*** 0.742*** 0.667*** 0.645*** 

  (0.024) (0.040) (0.016) (0.017) (0.018) (0.028) (0.013) (0.023) (0.029) (0.053) (0.031) (0.035) 

R-squared 0.24 0.15 0.13 0.06 0.02 0.05 0.02 0.02 0.19 0.11 0.11 0.06 

Observations 5984 2057 9337 6264 5984 2057 9337 6264 5984 2057 9337 6264 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table D8 - Determinants of electoral behaviour in Uttarakhand 

  BJP / Right Congress / Centre Left parties 

  2002 2002 2002 

Caste: Muslims -0.041 0.118 0.240*** 

  (0.040) (0.074) (0.079) 

Caste: OBC 0.166*** 0.149** 0.053 

  (0.054) (0.066) (0.050) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.219*** 0.020 0.054 

  (0.037) (0.042) (0.034) 

Middle class -0.004 0.037 -0.019 

  (0.031) (0.040) (0.033) 

Upper class 0.042 0.027 -0.024 

  (0.051) (0.053) (0.048) 

Age: 25-34 0.053 0.103** -0.028 

  (0.044) (0.052) (0.048) 

Age: 35-49 0.057 0.046 -0.017 

  (0.043) (0.049) (0.048) 

Age: 50-64 0.052 0.125** -0.023 

  (0.048) (0.059) (0.053) 

Age: 65+ 0.137* 0.331*** 0.012 

  (0.078) (0.086) (0.077) 

Gender: Male -0.032 -0.034 0.033 

  (0.029) (0.034) (0.029) 

Location: Rural area -0.043 -0.017 -0.145*** 

  (0.044) (0.048) (0.049) 

Constant 0.077 0.159** 0.264*** 

  (0.057) (0.072) (0.068) 

R-squared 0.10 0.04 0.07 

Observations 638 638 638 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01    
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Table D9 - Determinants of electoral behaviour in West Bengal 

  Congress / Centre Left parties 

  2001 2006 2011 2016 2001 2006 2011 2016 

Caste: Muslims -0.157*** 0.115*** 0.064** 0.115*** -0.236*** -0.020 0.009 -0.063*** 

  (0.030) (0.041) (0.027) (0.027) (0.042) (0.051) (0.026) (0.023) 

Caste: OBC 0.019 0.016 0.185*** 0.024 -0.021 -0.040 0.143*** -0.004 

  (0.044) (0.042) (0.047) (0.032) (0.052) (0.061) (0.039) (0.028) 

Caste: Forward Castes 0.121*** 0.094*** 0.120*** 0.023 -0.080* 0.031 0.063** -0.017 

  (0.041) (0.033) (0.031) (0.027) (0.043) (0.045) (0.027) (0.023) 

Middle class 0.080*** -0.016 0.085*** -0.020 -0.037 -0.141*** 0.024 0.001 

  (0.026) (0.029) (0.025) (0.024) (0.037) (0.042) (0.023) (0.021) 

Upper class 0.097** 0.074 0.107*** -0.055* -0.073 -0.026 0.009 -0.011 

  (0.040) (0.045) (0.036) (0.029) (0.047) (0.057) (0.028) (0.025) 

Age: 25-34 -0.162*** 0.090** 0.028 -0.003 -0.135*** -0.009 0.054* 0.021 

  (0.046) (0.042) (0.039) (0.035) (0.048) (0.066) (0.031) (0.029) 

Age: 35-49 -0.193*** 0.097** -0.021 -0.015 -0.028 -0.060 0.055* 0.005 

  (0.046) (0.039) (0.036) (0.034) (0.050) (0.061) (0.029) (0.028) 

Age: 50-64 -0.146*** 0.037 -0.006 -0.032 0.018 -0.044 0.078** 0.038 

  (0.050) (0.042) (0.040) (0.037) (0.059) (0.070) (0.034) (0.031) 

Age: 65+ -0.119* 0.070 0.013 -0.062 -0.090 0.022 0.114** 0.059 

  (0.067) (0.067) (0.051) (0.048) (0.078) (0.090) (0.048) (0.041) 

Gender: Male -0.009 0.022 -0.013 -0.040** -0.018 -0.006 0.013 0.019 

  (0.024) (0.026) (0.023) (0.020) (0.030) (0.036) (0.020) (0.017) 

Location: Rural area -0.108*** -0.124*** -0.156*** 0.018 -0.015 -0.145*** -0.036 -0.001 

  (0.036) (0.035) (0.034) (0.027) (0.037) (0.044) (0.027) (0.024) 

Constant 0.475*** 0.225*** 0.366*** 0.613*** 0.576*** 0.605*** 0.209*** 0.246*** 

  (0.060) (0.059) (0.050) (0.048) (0.065) (0.089) (0.042) (0.041) 

R-squared 0.14 0.05 0.05 0.01 0.06 0.04 0.02 0.01 

Observations 1579 3039 4519 2778 1579 3039 4519 2778 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01         
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E. Social spending 

Table E1 - Social expenditures and ideological orientation of state ruling parties 

  (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

Ruling party: BJP / Right -4.574***   -3.769***    

  (1.365)   (1.384)    

Ruling party: Congress / Centre  0.821   -0.408   

   (1.331)   (1.229)   

Ruling party: Left party   7.159***   8.364*** 

    (1.895)   (2.228) 

Government bias towards upper castes    3.876 2.266 4.720* 

     (2.738) (2.636) (2.401) 

Government bias towards upper classes    -9.850** -14.695*** -8.245* 

     (4.138) (4.472) (4.863) 

Turnout    0.222** 0.260*** 0.216** 

     (0.092) (0.095) (0.095) 

Log - GSDP per capita    0.028 -0.367 1.461 

     (1.781) (1.888) (1.982) 

Constant 48.184*** 46.276*** 45.228*** 38.862*** 44.118*** 25.306** 

  (1.557) (1.780) (1.615) (7.865) (7.710) (10.829) 

State fixed effects No No No No No No 

R-squared 0.178 0.064 0.210 0.274 0.232 0.344 

Obs 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table E1 (continued) - Social expenditures and ideological orientation of state ruling parties 

  (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

Ruling party: BJP / Right 2.154*   2.853*    

  (1.236)   (1.431)    

Ruling party: Congress / Centre  -2.397**   -2.755***   

   (0.944)   (0.897)   

Ruling party: Left party   2.895**   5.057*** 

    (1.268)   (1.549) 

Government bias towards upper castes    4.295* 5.432*** 7.161*** 

     (2.235) (1.949) (1.958) 

Government bias towards upper classes    -9.857** -9.508** -5.694 

     (3.884) (3.751) (3.628) 

Turnout    0.207* 0.194 0.154 

     (0.122) (0.119) (0.131) 

Log - GSDP per capita    3.333 3.321 2.539 

     (4.240) (4.163) (3.628) 

Constant 39.323*** 41.540*** 39.770*** 11.664 13.774 13.162 

  (1.939) (2.125) (2.056) (24.923) (24.686) (22.095) 

State fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

R-squared 0.730 0.738 0.728 0.750 0.761 0.760 

Obs 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table E2 - Social expenditures and government bias towards caste groups 

  (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

Government bias towards Muslims 1.678*    -0.547     

  (0.909)    (0.875)     

Government bias towards SCs/STs  1.567*    -4.421**    

   (0.892)    (2.025)    

Government bias towards OBCs   -1.988    2.202   

    (2.856)    (3.464)   

Government bias towards upper castes    -3.338*    7.240*** 

     (1.898)    (2.464) 

Government bias towards upper classes     4.892 0.487 4.391 -0.879 

      (5.022) (4.947) (5.332) (4.748) 

Ruling party: BJP / Right     -12.486*** -14.936*** -12.523*** -14.873*** 

      (2.724) (3.076) (2.621) (2.976) 

Ruling party: Congress / Centre     -8.119*** -10.783*** -8.352*** -9.722*** 

      (2.207) (2.638) (2.029) (2.226) 

Turnout     0.176* 0.121 0.159 0.160* 

      (0.097) (0.102) (0.096) (0.088) 

Log - GSDP per capita     2.199 2.327 2.175 2.366 

      (1.951) (1.854) (1.897) (1.799) 

Constant 45.269*** 45.122*** 48.605*** 50.195*** 25.813*** 38.828*** 24.903*** 24.877*** 

  (1.940) (2.050) (3.032) (2.627) (9.144) (9.406) (8.944) (8.336) 

State fixed effects No No No No No No No No 

R-squared 0.086 0.073 0.064 0.086 0.377 0.414 0.379 0.420 

Obs 220.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 220.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01                 
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Table E2 (continued) - Social expenditures and government bias towards caste groups 

  (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) 

Government bias towards Muslims -0.472    0.862     

  (0.659)    (0.955)     

Government bias towards SCs/STs  -3.771**    -6.119**    

   (1.549)    (2.546)    

Government bias towards OBCs   2.388    -1.960   

    (2.222)    (2.680)   

Government bias towards upper castes    2.846    6.350*** 

     (1.745)    (2.062) 

Government bias towards upper classes     -2.958 -3.377 -3.608 -8.021** 

      (3.615) (3.402) (3.354) (3.869) 

Ruling party: BJP / Right     1.738 -4.087 1.147 -2.567 

      (2.116) (2.938) (2.027) (2.261) 

Ruling party: Congress / Centre     -2.157* -4.417** -2.366* -4.287*** 

      (1.141) (1.856) (1.209) (1.481) 

Turnout     0.116 0.116 0.135 0.175 

      (0.120) (0.106) (0.116) (0.116) 

Log - GSDP per capita     1.445 2.485 1.711 3.031 

      (4.359) (3.759) (4.163) (3.890) 

Constant 40.269*** 43.308*** 37.496*** 36.884*** 27.217 31.299 28.113 15.931 

  (2.211) (2.734) (2.697) (2.697) (25.394) (22.419) (24.746) (23.050) 

State fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

R-squared 0.720 0.734 0.722 0.728 0.745 0.760 0.744 0.763 

Obs 220.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 220.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01                 
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Table E3 - Social expenditures and government bias towards caste groups 

  (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

Government bias towards lower classes 11.318**   -3.154    

  (4.750)   (6.553)    

Government bias towards middle classes  7.707   7.843   

   (11.194)   (8.270)   

Government bias towards upper classes   -9.275***   -0.879 

    (3.084)   (4.748) 

Government bias towards upper castes    6.488*** 6.636*** 7.240*** 

     (2.207) (2.301) (2.464) 

Ruling party: BJP / Right    -15.540*** -14.966*** -14.873*** 

     (2.966) (2.462) (2.976) 

Ruling party: Congress / Centre    -10.112*** -9.827*** -9.722*** 

     (2.206) (1.937) (2.226) 

Turnout    0.151* 0.160* 0.160* 

     (0.089) (0.080) (0.088) 

Log - GSDP per capita    2.479 2.272 2.366 

     (1.793) (1.661) (1.799) 

Constant 35.625*** 38.735*** 55.850*** 28.203*** 17.178 24.877*** 

  (5.111) (11.628) (3.377) (9.048) (12.027) (8.336) 

State fixed effects No No No No No No 

R-squared 0.102 0.066 0.128 0.421 0.426 0.420 

Obs 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             
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Table E3 (continued) Social expenditures and government bias towards caste groups 

  (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

Government bias towards lower classes -5.794   -3.251    

  (3.805)   (5.478)    

Government bias towards middle classes  9.242   16.599***   

   (6.237)   (6.177)   

Government bias towards upper classes   1.169   -8.021** 

    (2.328)   (3.869) 

Government bias towards upper castes    4.599** 5.539*** 6.350*** 

     (1.851) (1.796) (2.062) 

Ruling party: BJP / Right    -5.058* -5.283** -2.567 

     (2.598) (2.104) (2.261) 

Ruling party: Congress / Centre    -5.231*** -5.598*** -4.287*** 

     (1.610) (1.361) (1.481) 

Turnout    0.104 0.194 0.175 

     (0.126) (0.120) (0.116) 

Log - GSDP per capita    1.806 1.030 3.031 

     (3.650) (3.585) (3.890) 

Constant 45.702*** 30.669*** 38.790*** 26.246 3.976 15.931 

  (4.733) (5.853) (2.996) (22.556) (21.641) (23.050) 

State fixed effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

R-squared 0.724 0.725 0.720 0.756 0.771 0.763 

Obs 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 222.000 

* p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01             

 


