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Methodological Notes 
 
1) We have extended the top income share series (excluding capital gains) to cover, 
annually, 2006-2010 (the previous series arrived up to 2005). We have also estimated the 
income share accruing to the top 10% and the top 0.05% for 1947-2010. 
 
2) We have adjusted the previous estimates (excluding capital gains) for 2001-2005, due 
to downward revisions in National Accounts numbers. The nominal income control is 
now 1.4%-2.7% lower for these years.  
 
3) Changes in estimates for 2005 are also due to the availability of more detailed income 
tax tabulations: between 1972 and 2005, the top open income interval starts at 50 million 
Yens, while between 2005 and 2010, information above 50 million Yens is given in eight 
intervals, the top open bracket starting at 10 billion Yens. 
 
For a comparison of the previous and updated series (excluding capital gains) 2001-2010, 
see Table 1. 
 
4) We have added the series referring to income including reported capital gains for 
1947-2010 (top shares, average incomes, income thresholds). 
 
5) The methodology follows exactly the same procedures described in detail in Moriguchi 
and Saez (2010). 
 
6) Raw income tax data sources (links may change): 
 
2006: Appendix to Table 2 at 
http://www.nta.go.jp/kohyo/tokei/kokuzeicho/shinkokuhyohon2006/hyouhon.htm 
 
2007: Table 2 lower panel (no Appendix from 2007 onwards) at 
http://www.nta.go.jp/kohyo/tokei/kokuzeicho/shinkokuhyohon2007/hyouhon.htm 
 
2008: Table 2 top panel at 
http://www.nta.go.jp/kohyo/tokei/kokuzeicho/shinkokuhyohon2008/hyouhon.htm 
 
2009: Table 2 top panel at 
http://www.nta.go.jp/kohyo/tokei/kokuzeicho/shinkokuhyohon2009/hyouhon.htm 
 
2010: Table 2 top panel at 
http://www.nta.go.jp/kohyo/tokei/kokuzeicho/shinkokuhyohon2010/hyouhon.htm 
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